RE: EAST-WEST RAIL 2 INQUIRY
QUESTIONS ASKED
ON FRIDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2019
1. What is the meaning of ‘viewpoint’ within the visual effects tables included in
Appendix 12.8 of Volume 3 of the Environmental Statement?
The visual impact assessment tables in ES Volume 3 Appendix 12.8 set out the
magnitude of impact and significance of effect for 107 viewpoints along the
Scheme route: 22 in Route Section 2A; 31 in 2B; 5 in 2C; 20 in 2D; 21 in 2E; and 8
in the HS2 Interface Area. The viewpoints have been chosen to be representative
of groups of visual receptors along the Scheme, including residential and nonresidential properties, public rights of way, open spaces, etc. The assessment
outcomes shown in the tables reflect the most sensitive receptor type at each
location, which is usually residential property, with other receptor types being
covered in the descriptions of the views in the tables. Significant adverse effects
are highlighted by colour in the right hand column of the assessment tables.
The tables include a column headed ‘Proximity’ in which the distance from the
Scheme of the viewpoint location is described as either near, middle or distant.
These distances are not defined in the assessment methodology but can be
broadly described as ‘near’ being within about 400m; ‘middle’ being about 400m
to about 1km; and ‘distant’ being more than about 1km.
2. What sorts of properties are included in the 15 viewpoints shown as having
significant adverse effects at year 15?
As stated in the ES Volume 2i, chapter 12 page 12-43, para 12.7.41: “Viewpoint
locations where receptors would experience likely significant effects during year 15 are
generally located close to the Scheme Boundary where there are changes to views from
high sensitivity receptors or little opportunity to fully mitigate the impacts of the
project.”

Not all viewpoints that are near the railway are assessed as having significant
adverse effects; however, all the 15 viewpoints that are assessed as having
significant adverse effects at year 15 are classed as ‘near’ the railway. These 15
viewpoints are all much closer than 400m, with the furthest away being 2B14
about 150m from the Scheme. One of these viewpoints is within Route Section
2A and the rest are within Route Section 2B. The number of residential properties
associated with each of these 15 viewpoints varies considerably and one of the
viewpoints does not relate to a residential property.
For ease of reference, the table below shows only those viewpoints that are
assessed as having significant adverse effects at year 15 and includes the
descriptions of only the baseline views and the year 15 assessments. The
‘Proximity’ column has information added that indicates the quantity of
residential properties associated with each of these viewpoints and having views
similar to those in the assessment descriptions, although this does not mean that
every such property will have significant adverse effects at year 15, due to
individual variation in screening by vegetation and outbuildings, etc. Many of
these residential properties have gardens that abut the proposed railway
boundary

or
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roads

that

run

alongside
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close

to

it.

